PRAYING FOR

sengage26



education and transport, are made by the 129 Members of
Scottish Parliament. About four million voters aged 16 and
over will head to the polls on Thursday 7 May to elect the
seventh Scottish Parliament.

Decisions about most aspects of life in Scotland like health,

‘Praise be to the name of God for
ever and ever; wisdom and power
are His. He changes times and
seasons, He deposes kings and
raises up others. He gives wisdom
to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning. He reveals deep and
hidden things...’

Daniel 2:20-22 (NIV)
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WEEK 1: 12-18 April

LOCAL CONSTITUENCIES
AND VOTERS

Lord, may many churches in Scotland exercise a servant-hearted Christian
influence in this election: through believers who are candidates, hustings and
other events, with printed, broadcast and social media cormmunications and by
praying. In Jesus' name. Amen.

God of order, please help voters to carefully consider which parties can succeed in
tackling the three topics that dominate public concern: the economy, especially
the cost of living; health and social care; immigration and housing. By Your grace.
Amen.

Father, we pray that the MSPs elected to represent Scotland’s 73 constituencies
and eight regions will be men and women whom voters can expect to
understand local issues and know the area well. We ask for truth and grace.
According to Your will. Amen.

Good Shepherd, we commmit to You everyone living in our own local constituency
and pray that those wishing to meet candidates to share their concerns will have
opportunity to do so with clarity, courtesy and respect. In Jesus’' name. Amen.

‘All a person's ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the Lord. Commmit to the
Lord whatever you do, and He will establish your plans. The Lord works out everything to its
proper end —even the wicked for a day of disaster.” Prov 16:2-4 (NIV)
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God of justice, please expose wrongdoing during voting such as bribery,
threatening commmunication and behaviour, misuse of proxy and postal votes
and ‘family voting' that deprives someone of privacy and personal choice. By Your
mercy. Amen.

O Lord, we are so grateful to live in a democracy where all have the right
to vote. We pray that the election process will be free from any disruption or
fraudulent activity, for there to be a good turnout and a fair result. For Christ's
sake. Amen.

Father, we remember those who will find it a challenge to attend a polling station
on May 7th because of health, mobility, family circumstances and other issues.
Help them to arrange alternative ways to vote that will suit them. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Scotland is divided into 73 constituencies for elections to the Scottish Parliament, each returning one
Member of the Scottish Parliament (MSP) by a first-past-the-post system. These constituencies form
part of a mixed electoral arrangement, supplemented by regional seats to ensure broader proportional

representation.
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WEEK 2: 19-25 April

PARTY MANIFESTO
ISSUES

Father, please grant courage and wisdom to churches organisations and
individuals who are engaged in gospel-based ‘public theology™* and ready to
debate important issues with moral and ethical implications. For Christ's sake.
Amen.

God of liberty, where manifesto issues are controversial, may freedom

of expression, religion and belief be upheld and threatening and hateful
communications outlawed. We ask that debate would be respectful and
reasoned. By Your grace. Amen.

Merciful Healer, we commmit to You the future of health and social care. Please
help Scottish political parties to find sustainable solutions to issues such as delays
in emergency care, staff shortages, difficulty accessing services. In Jesus' name.
Amen.

Lord of mercy, may manifesto proposals to alleviate pressure on the poorest
households be fair, financially workable and effective in providing real help to
those most in need. Please reveal any flaws in such plans. For Jesus' sake. Amen.

‘Judge fairly and show mercy and kindness to one another. Do not oppress widows, orphans,
foreigners, and the poor. Zechariah 7:10 (NLT)
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Father, we pray that the plight of vulnerable children and others affected by
family breakdown, education problems, abuse, mental health challenges and
other distressing situations will be addressed in party manifestos. In Christ's
name. Amen.

Thank You Lord for the defeat of the Assisted Suicide bill on March 17th. We
pray that no further attempt will be made to legalise assisted suicide in Scotland
and that palliative care will be given increasingly higher priority. In Your mercy.
Amen.

Creator God, we pray for party promises to implement ‘green’ policies - investing
in renewable energy, clean industry and technology, reducing pollution and
waste and other measures to be feasible and transparent. According to Your will.
Amen.

*Public theology - ‘talk about God, to point to publicly accessible truth, to contribute to public
discussion by witnessing to a truth which is relevant to what is going on in the world and to the
pressing issues facing people and societies today. The late Prof. Duncan Forrester (Edinburgh

University)

Key manifesto issues are likely to include:- Health and Social Care, Economy and Taxation, Farming and
Environment, Children and Social Justice, Immigration, and International relations
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WEEK 3: 26 April - 2 May

SCOTTISH
PARLIAMENTARY
CANDIDATES

Lord Jesus, we lift to You the Scottish Church, from different denominations and
groups but united in love for You. Inspire Your people to speak out for truth and
to pray faithfully for men and women seeking to serve in politics. By Your grace.
Amen.

God of justice and truth, please may everyone standing for election be protected
from any who might seek to harm or hinder them and grant them energy and
strength during these demanding weeks of campaigning. In Your mercy. Amen.

O God, with many current MSPs, including several Christians, not standing for re-
election, we pray that the composition of the next Scottish Parliament will result

in good government that will benefit all the people of Scotland. For Christ's sake.
Amen.

Father, we pray for candidates from smaller political parties and those who are
independent to be able to fairly compete with the major players. Please restrain
anyone who holds unacceptably extreme views from causing disruption. By Your
grace. Amen.

‘So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of His call. May
He give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do!
2 Thessalonians 1:11,12 (NLT)
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Lord, we remember candidates' families during this demanding time of public
appearances, travelling, canvassing, and other obligations. Please especially
comfort the children as their parents are under much pressure. In your mercy.
Amen.

Thank You, Father, for Christians who are standing as candidates, many for
the first time. Please work in and through their lives during this campaign period
and may many be elected to serve You and their nation well. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Merciful Lord, please grant a new Scottish government that includes people of
outstanding ability and vision, commmitted to integrity and wisdom. May many
come to believe in You, to pray and follow Your ways. In Jesus' name. Amen.

The main political parties and their leaders standing in the Scottish election

Conservative Party - Russell Findlay
Labour Party - Anas Sarwar
Liberal Democrats - Alex Cole-Hamilton

Reform - Nigel Farage
Scottish Green Party - Ross Greer and Gillian Mackay
Scottish National Party - John Swinney



ELECTION DAY - AND
AFTERWARDS

Lord of the Church, today may Your gathered people pray about the election.

SUN Raise up a growing army of faithful intercessors across Scotland, filled with Your
Spirit to bring You praise, requests and thanks through the coming years! By Your
grace. Amen.

O God our Rock, we pray for those involved in security around Election Day.

MON May they work together vigilantly to prevent any attempts to interfere with the
democratic process including any cyber-attacks and voter fraud. In Jesus' name.
Amen.

Lord, we pray for a good turnout of voters on Thursday, that the result of the
Tu Es election will reflect the will of the people of Scotland. Please help those in the
media to be fair in their coverage of these last few days. For Christ's sake. Amen.

Father, please bless everyone working to make polling day run smoothly:

WED setting up polling stations, preparing ballot papers, helping voters, and acting
as Returning Officers, Supervisors and Counters to ensure the Election is fair. By
Your grace. Amen.

‘| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases God our Saviour. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 (NIV)

ELECTION DAY: God of mercy and grace, please help each person to vote

THURS according to their conscience and with wisdom. We trust in You for the outcome,
for You know all things and purpose the good of those who love You now and for
eternity. Amen.

Lord, as results come in, we remnember candidates who are disappointed,

FRI especially former Members and their staff. Please help them, and grant wisdom
and strength to all who have been elected in their local constituencies. In Your
mercy. Amen.

Sovereign God, please order the steps of those who have now become political

SAT leaders in Scotland. We pray for the First and Deputy Ministers and the new
Cabinet along with every MSP to ‘do justice, love mercy and walk humbly.' In
Jesus' name. Amen.

The Scottish Parliament Building, situated at the foot of the Royal Mile, is home to the Debating Chamber
where Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) gather for plenary sessions. The chamber’s distinctive
semi-circular layout encourages open discussion and visibility. A public gallery accommodates visitors
wishing to observe proceedings. MSPs are equipped with electronic voting consoles and desk microphones,
while integrated screens and audio systems support speeches, presentations, and interpretation services.
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